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Mahendravikrama Varma, son of Simhavishtm Varma, the Pallava king, who ruled at Kanchi in the early part of the 7th century A.D. The author makes fun of the degraded life led by some people of the age under the garb of piety and asceticism. The farce deals with the story of a Saivite mendicant belonging to the order of Kapalikas, who gets drunk to over-intaxica« tion along with his beloved, Devasoma, and leaves behind his begging bowl made of a skull in the arrack shop. He charges a Buddhist monk, who comes in his way of having stolen his bowl, which has really been carried away by a dog- Another Saivite Pasupata philosopher attempts in vain to arbitrate. At last the complication is solved by the appearance of a mad man who possesses the lost bowl, having taken it away from the dog which is the real thief. The tall talk of the pseudo-pious men, in a frenzy of drunkenness, about their respective philoshophical creeds and their ridiculous attempts to find justification in their scriptures for their own vices make the farce very amusing. Quotations from this work find a place in works on Alankara.
Visakhadatta
Unique in several respects, the Mudra rakshasa of Visakhadatta, also called Visakhadeva, is one of the great dramas in Sanskrit. The date of the author is, as usual, a matter of conjecture and controversy. From the prelude to the play, the author is understood to be the son of Maharaja Bhaskaradatta and grandson of the feudatory chief Vatesvaradatta, The attempts